RANDY PAPETTI
Direct: 480.800.3525
Email: rpapetti@PSWﬁrm.com
Randy is an experienced litigator and an elite trial lawyer. He has litigated and
tried major commercial, intellectual property, and even criminal cases. He is
a former Practice Group Leader of Lewis Roca’s Litigation section, one of the
premiere litigation groups in the western United States.
He is recognized by nearly every ranking publication and service as one of
Arizona’s top litigators.
He takes pride in his clients knowing he will go above and beyond to help them.

Randy’s representations have included:
•

Frequent representation of Arizona lawyers when they need counsel, whether to defend them against malpractice
claims or otherwise.

•

Numerous matters involving disputes between partners, limited liability company members, or corporate
shareholders in nearly every type of major industry.

•

Several high-stakes trials, including successful defense of a man accused of ﬁrst-degree murder; a complicated
lease and regulatory dispute that resulted in an $11 million jury verdict for Randy’s client; and matters involving
complex intellectual property and commercial damages.

•

Part of the trial team that in 2016 obtained a nationally publicized jury verdict that the writer, director, and
producer of the Broadway play, Jersey Boys, copied from an unpublished manuscript of a deceased lawyer.

•

Being brought in as co-counsel in order to help negotiate settlement in cases that had proven diﬃcult to resolve.

Randy’s background in ﬁnance and his diverse experience allow him to handle an unusually wide variety of business,
commercial, healthcare, regulatory, and intellectual property disputes. In 2011, Randy was invited into and inducted as
a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers, the preeminent trial lawyer organization in America. In 2014 and then
again in 2020, Randy was selected by Best Lawyers and his local peers as Lawyer of the Year for “Bet the Company
Litigation.” In 2021, Southwest Super Lawyers again selected Randy as one of its Top 50 Lawyers in Arizona.

Randy’s pro bono work in an area of wrongful convictions is internationally recognized. Early in Randy’s career, he was
asked to help on a case where the defendant had been convicted based on a medical diagnosis known as “Shaken Baby
Syndrome.” Randy dug into the case and studied the science behind the diagnosis, concluding it was unreliable and
eventually led a team that secured that individual’s release. Since then, on a pro bono basis, Randy has handled several
high-proﬁle murder and other cases in which the defendants had been falsely accused. In one, after a six-week trial,
the jury hung 8-4 in favor of acquittal. In another, Randy helped overturn the conviction of a man who had unjustly
served 10 years for allegedly murdering his baby son; the State eventually dismissed all charges. In a third case in Qatar
involving murder allegations against an American couple whose child died while the father was in Qatar on a work
assignment, Randy’s clients were exonerated by the Qatari courts, a nearly unheard-of result in that region. Recently,
Randy’s concern about the unreliability of the science in this area led him to write a leading text, THE FORENSIC
UNRELIABILITY OF THE SHAKEN BABY SYNDROME (Academic Forensic Pathology Int’l 2018), which addresses the legal,
medical, and scientiﬁc complexities surrounding the diagnosis. Randy’s work in this area is utilized around the world.
He has received several awards for his pro bono and other community service work.
Randy has been married to the beautiful Gina since 1994. They have three great children, two pugs, two cats, and are
proud Arizona Wildcats.

EDUCATION & CLERKSHIP
•
•
•

The National Law Center, George Washington University, J.D., High Honors
University of Arizona, B.S.B.A., Finance, Magna Cum Laude
Law Clerk to the Honorable Robert C. Broomﬁeld, U.S. District Court for the District of Arizona, 1992-1994

MEMBERSHIPS & RECOGNITIONS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Advisory Committee on Rules of Evidence, appointed by Arizona Supreme Court
State Bar of Arizona, Antitrust Section, Past Chair
Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers
American College of Trial Lawyers, ADR Committee, Past Chair
Arizona Justice Project, Board member
Arizona Foundation for Legal Services and Education, Past Board member and Treasurer
Founder’s Award, StandUp for Kids, highest honor given by national organization that helps homeless and
street kids
The 2020 One Injustice Award, awarded by the Arizona Justice Project
Tom Karas Criminal Justice Award, awarded by the State Bar of Arizona, 2020
Inaugural Robert J. Hooker Award, given by the Arizona Public Defender’s Association for exceptional service to
criminal justice, 2008
Chambers USA, Litigation: General Commercial, 2014-2021
Best Lawyers in America, Phoenix “Lawyer of the Year” for Bet-the-Company Litigation, 2014, 2020; Phoenix
“Lawyer of the Year” for Regulatory Enforcement Litigation, 2019. Recognized in six areas: Antitrust Litigation,
Banking and Finance Litigation, Bet-the-Company Litigation, Commercial Litigation, Real Estate Litigation, and
Regulatory Enforcement Litigation.
Martindale-Hubbell, “AV/Preeminent” rating

•
•

Southwest Super Lawyer—Business Litigation, Identiﬁed as a “Super Lawyer” in 2012-2021
Benchmark Litigation, “Local Litigation Star” for Antitrust, General Commercial, and Professional Liability, in
Arizona, 2012-2021

PUBLICATIONS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Author, THE FORENSIC UNRELIABILITY OF THE SHAKEN BABY SYNDROME (C. Milroy, M.D. ed., Academic Forensic
Path. Int’l. 2018)
Co-author, Papetti et al., Outside the Echo Chamber: A Response to the “Consensus Statement on Abusive Head
Trauma in Infants and Young Children,” 59 SANTA CLARA L. REV. 299 (2019)
Co-author, Law, Child Abuse, and the Retina, THE CHAMPION (Nov. 2018)
Co-Author, Antitrust Revived – Plaintiﬀ Numbers May Be on the Upswing, ARIZONA ATTORNEY, (Dec. 2003)
Co-Author, Cheating in the 21st Century, 27 LITIGATION 49 (Summer 2001)
Co-Author, Sentencing the Corporation, THE LITIGATION MANUAL: SPECIAL PROBLEMS AND APPEALS,
American Bar Association, 1999
Author, Note, The Insurer’s Duty of Good Faith in the Context of Litigation, 60 GEO. WASH. L. REV. 1931 (1992)
(cited in 12 reported judicial opinions and in over 20 law reviews, journals, and treatises)

